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ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus,  

I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and  
I long for You in my soul. 

Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.

I embrace You as if you were already there, 
and I unite myself wholly to You. 
Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen 
(Saint Alphonsus Liguori)

O Sacrament most holy! O Sacrament divine! 
All praise and all thanksgiving 
be every moment thine.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS
O God, Father of all Mercies, 
Provider of a bountiful Harvest,  
send Your Graces upon those You have called to 
gather the fruits of Your labor; preserve and 
strengthen them in their lifelong service of you.

Open the hearts of Your children  
that they may discern Your Holy Will; 
inspire in them a love and desire to surrender  
themselves to serving others in the name of  
Your son, Jesus Christ.

Teach all Your faithful to follow their respective 
paths in life guided by Your Divine Word and Truth. 
Through the intercession of the Most Blessed 
Virgin Mary, all the Angels, and Saints, humbly 
hear our prayers and grant Your Church’s needs, 
through Christ, our Lord. Amen.

				    —USCCB
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WELCOME FROM FATHER PAUL 

Dear Parishioners of THE SUNDAY MASS,

As we come to the midpoint of this Church year, we also 
come to a new edition of the Prayer Guide. We have celebrated 
the wonderful seasons of Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter 
and now we head into a summer and fall filled with the special 
Sundays of Pentecost, the Most Holy Trinity, the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of Christ, the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul, the 
Exultation of the Cross and the many Sundays of Ordinary 
Time. We are privileged to continue to offer you this Prayer 
Guide for your spiritual enrichment and to help you follow along 
with us each week as we celebrate THE SUNDAY MASS. It 
enables you to follow the Order of the Mass, the Gospel and it 
offers you a short reflection each Sunday.

As always, the Passionist Community continues to bring 
you THE SUNDAY MASS each week via UPTV and the Buzzr 
Channel nationwide, and many other local channels in the 
New York Metropolitan Area and throughout the country. We 
can also be found on the Internet. It is our way of helping you 
to stay connected with our community of faith called Church! 
Also, if you join us on the Internet by using our website there 
will be no commercials.

Our online community at www.TheSundayMass.org and 
on You Tube continues to grow. Many of you contact us from 
all over the world to tell us how much THE SUNDAY MASS 
means to you. We have heard from servicewomen and men in 
the many different places around the world who have no other 
access to the Mass, as well as Directors of Religious Education 
in other countries who use THE SUNDAY MASS and our homi-
lies as their primary worship and teaching tool. We are grateful 
to be able to offer this ministry that has truly become worldwide. 

I encourage you, especially if you have not already done 
so, to visit our website www.TheSundayMass.org. You can 
make a Prayer Intention; light a “Virtual Candle”; watch the 
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latest Sunday Mass or homily; order a Prayer Guide; or email us 
your requests, comments or questions. Our website is user 
friendly, and it is an invaluable resource to keep us more closely 
connected with each of you. 

Thank you for continuing to be generous with your dona-
tions so that we can bring you THE SUNDAY MASS each week. 
Unlike a local parish, we are not able to pass the collection 
basket, so we depend on your support to help make THE 
SUNDAY MASS possible each week. As you might know, we 
pay for airtime on UPTV and the Buzzr Channel along with 
the production costs of THE SUNDAY MASS. We pay for this 
Prayer Guide to be printed and sent to you. So please consider 
sending whatever you can afford. If you cannot send anything 
we certainly understand and all we ask is that you keep us 
in your prayers.

Just a reminder, you can have a loved one remembered on 
air and have his or her name appear on the screen so that all 
viewers may join in your prayer. Please call our office using 
the toll-free number: 1-855-SUNMASS (786-6277) for more 
information or email us at contact@TheSundayMass.org. 

We are profoundly grateful for your help and most impor-
tantly for your faith. Please be assured of my prayers and the 
prayers of all of us here at THE SUNDAY MASS. I look forward 
to our time together each Sunday. Until we gather to celebrate 
once again, may the Passion of Jesus Christ be always in our 
hearts!

Peace in Christ’s Passion,

 

Father Paul R. Fagan, C.P.
Shepherd of THE SUNDAY MASS 
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

June 1, 2025

First Reading: Acts 7:55-60

Responsorial Psalm (97:1-2, 6-7, 9):

R/.	(1a and 9a) The Lord is king, 
the most high over all the earth.

The Lord is king; let the earth rejoice; 
let the many islands be glad.

Justice and judgment 
are the foundation of his throne.

R/.	The Lord is king, 
the most high over all the earth.

Second Reading: 
Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

John 17:20-26

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John

Lifting up his eyes to heaven, 
Jesus prayed, saying: 
“Holy Father, I pray not only for them, 
but also for those who will believe in me 
through their word, 
so that they may all be one, 
as you, Father, are in me and I in you, 
that they also may be in us, 
that the world may believe 
that you sent me. 
And I have given them the glory  
you gave me, 
so that they may be one, 
as we are one, 
I in them and you in me, 
that they may be brought to perfection as one, 
that the world may know that you sent me, 
and that you loved them 
even as you loved me. 
Father, they are your gift to me. 
I wish that where I am  
they also may be with me, 
that they may see my glory 
that you gave me, 
because you loved me before 
the foundation of the world. 
Righteous Father, 
the world also does not know you, 
but I know you, 
and they know that you sent me. 
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The Lord is king, 
the most high over all the earth.

 —Psalm 97:1a, 9a

I made known to them your name 
and I will make it known, 
that the love with which you loved me 
may be in them and I in them.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Lord, Teach Us to Pray!

Throughout his life, Jesus prayed to the Father. And 
like the disciples we turn to Jesus for help in praying. 
“Lord, teach us to pray!” Like the disciples, we know 
prayer is essential, but is sometimes difficult. But the 
trouble is that we use certain words and phrases—
we go through the motions of praying—but nothing 
seems to happen. And we become discouraged.

In today’s gospel, Jesus is in the upper room on the 
night before his death. His prayer to the Father is for 
us: “I pray not only for these, but for those also who 
through their words will believe in me. May they be 
one. Father, may they be one in us, as you are in me 
and I am in you, so that the world may believe it was 
you who sent me. I have given them the glory you gave 
to me, that they may be one as we are one.”

Jesus’s prayer is for us. Jesus prayed without ceas-
ing to the Father. Lord, teach us to pray that the world 
will know you have sent us, and that You love them 
as You loved us.

A husband and wife were travelling by car through 
Texas during a terrible thunderstorm. They stumbled 
upon a small wooden house that had been demolished 
by a twister. There they saw an older man clutching a 
piece of timber with his eyes shut tightly. They hollered 
to him, “Hey, are you all alright?” The man opened his 
eyes cautiously and said, “I guess so.” Then they asked, 
“Is there anyone else with you?” To which the elderly 
man replied, “Just me and God, and we had an urgent 
conversation.”

Lord, teach us to pray!
—Fr. Melvin A. Shorter, C.P.
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PENTECOST

June 8, 2025

First Reading: Acts 2:1-11

Responsorial Psalm (104:1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34):

R/.	(cf. 30) Lord, send out your Spirit, 
and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
O Lord, my God, 
You are great indeed!

How manifold are your works, O Lord! 
The earth is full of your creatures.

R/.	Lord, send out your Spirit, 
and renew the face of the earth.

Second Reading: 
1 Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13
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PENTECOST

John 20:19-23

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John

On the evening  
of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, 
where the disciples were, 
for fear of the Jews, 
Jesus came and stood in their midst 
and said to them, 

“Peace be with you.” 
When he had said this, 
he showed them his hands  
and his side. 
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 
Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me,  
so I send you.” 
And when he had said this,  
he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. 
Whose sins you forgive  
are forgiven them, 
and whose sins you retain 
are retained.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Lord, send out your Spirit, 
and renew the face of the earth.

—Psalm 104:cf. 30
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PENTECOST

Called by the Spirit to be Members of the Church

Today the Church celebrates the Feast of Pentecost, 
commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Apostles. Jesus didn’t leave them alone in the world. 
No, he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit . . . .” Furthermore, he said, “As the Father has 
sent me, so I am sending you.” The Apostles went out 
and did as Jesus commanded. It was the beginning of 
the Church, that community of believers, that reality 
that we believers call home.

I don’t know about you, but I get a great sense of 
consolation from this message. We can have a deep 
sense of being “home,” of belonging, wherever we go; 
a sense that we are part of a big, deep spiritual family 
of Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and of the Church.

We live in a very busy, technologically driven world 
filled with so much noise, both outside of us and inside 
our heads. This militates against our cultivating that 
focus needed for the Spirit to dwell within us in a way 
that can have a profound effect on our lives and actions.

I think we’re being called in this gospel reading and 
feast to slow down, quiet down and allow God to enter 
into our hearts—that deepest part of ourselves where 
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit long to dwell in us and 
allow us to live as full vibrant members of the Church.

—Bro. Michael Moran, C.P.
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MOST HOLY TRINITY

June 15, 2025

First Reading: Proverbs 8:22-31

Responsorial Psalm (8:4-5, 6-7, 8-9):

R/.	(2a) O Lord, our God, how wonderful your 
name in all the earth!

When I behold your heavens, 
the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars 
which you set in place—

What is man that you should be mindful 
of him, or the son of man 
that you should care for him?

R/.	O Lord, our God, how wonderful your 
name in all the earth!

Second Reading: Romans 5:1-5
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MOST HOLY TRINITY

John 16:12-15

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John

Jesus said to his disciples: 
“I have much more to tell you, 
but you cannot bear it now. 
But when he comes, 
the Spirit of truth, 
he will guide you to all truth. 
He will not speak on his own, 
but he will speak what he hears, 
and will declare to you the things 
that are coming. 
He will glorify me, 
because he will take 
from what is mine 
and declare it to you. 
Everything that the Father has is mine; 
for this reason 
I told you that he will take 
from what is mine 
and declare it to you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Seeing the sun, the moon, and the stars, 
I said to myself: Who could be the Master of 

these beautiful things? 
And I felt a great desire to see him,  

to know him, and to pay him homage.
—St. Josephine Bakhita
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MOST HOLY TRINITY

One for All and All for One

Years ago, I read a book entitled Leaving Church: A 
Memoir of Faith by Barbara Brown Taylor. She is one 
of my favorite authors. I love the way she writes, how 
she tells a story and what she has to say. In one of the 
chapters Barbara tells a little anecdote about life as 
pastor/rector of her first parish in northern Georgia. 

After services one Trinity Sunday she found a minia-
ture Three Musketeer bar and a note on her car. They 
were from an eccentric woman who lived across the 
street from the church. The note read, “One for all and 
all for one, Happy Trinity Sunday.”

I could not help but laugh as I read the story, and 
the story has stayed with me over the years. I keep 
coming back to it. Taylor writes the story as she is 
talking about settling into her first parish as a pastor/
rector. It wasn’t easy, there were challenges and strug-
gles, but this story seemed to reflect an acceptance, 
a fitting in for her.

Perhaps that is what this feast of the Most Holy 
Trinity is all about. We celebrate the mystery of God 
as Trinity, three persons but one God. Just saying it 
seems odd. How can we have three persons but just 
one God? How can we talk about three individuals yet 
still only be talking about one God? In human language 
it is impossible, yet that is what we believe. We celebrate 
the gift of three people so connected, so intimate, so 
focused, so steeped in love that they are one. Believing 
means that we are part of that one, members of the 
relationship, accepted, loved.

We believe, we celebrate our God today who is all for 
one and one for all.

—Fr. Paul Fagan, C.P.
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BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

June 22, 2025

First Reading: Genesis 14:18-20

Responsorial Psalm (110:1, 2, 3, 4):

R/.	(4b) You are a priest for ever, 
in the line of Melchizedek.

The Lord said to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand 
till I make your enemies 
your footstool.”

R/.	You are a priest for ever, 
in the line of Melchizedek.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
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BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

Luke 9:11b-17

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus spoke to the crowds
about the kingdom of God,
and he healed those
who needed to be cured.
As the day was drawing to a close,
the Twelve approached him and said,

“Dismiss the crowd
so that they can go 
to the surrounding villages and farms
and find lodging and provisions;
for we are in a deserted place here.”
He said to them,

“Give them some food yourselves.”
They replied,
“Five loaves and two fish 
are all we have,
unless we ourselves go
and buy food for all these people.”
Now the men there numbered
about five thousand.
Then he said to his disciples,
“Have them sit down
in groups of about fifty.”
They did so 
and made them all sit down.
Then taking the five loaves 
and the two fish,
and looking up to heaven,
he said the blessing over them,
broke them,
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and gave them to the disciples
to set before the crowd.
They all ate and were satisfied.
And when the leftover fragments
were picked up,
they filled twelve wicker baskets.

The Gospel of the Lord.

Behold the Lamb of God,  
behold him who takes away  

the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called  

to the supper of the Lamb.
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BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

Give Them Some Food Yourselves

The disciples have a simple solution to the problem of 
the hungry multitude: send them off to fend for them-
selves. Jesus’ response seems ridiculous, “Give them 
some food yourselves.” All the food they have on hand 
amounts to five loaves of bread and two fish. Moreover, 
John tells us that it was actually a boy in the crowd 
who carried these meager supplies. The disciples had 
nothing. Nothing, that is, but sufficient faith in their 
rather puzzling Master to follow his instructions without 
further protest. Instead of dismissing the crowd, they 
invited the people to be seated and arrange themselves 
as if in a banquet hall. Amazingly, it seems that every-
one complied. We sense the awe enveloping the scene 
as Jesus pronounces words of blessing and divides the 
little offering of bread and fish into smaller pieces 
while looking up to heaven. 

What happened next? Presumably, each disciple 
presented his nearly empty basket to the nearest 
outstretched hand—and soon noticed that it was 
returned with the contents apparently undiminished. 
Neither Luke nor his fellow evangelists describe the 
mounting excitement that must have occurred as the 
hungry multitude realized what was happening and 
enjoyed a substantial meal. They skip to the end and 
the image of twelve overflowing baskets of leftovers. 

The disciples had carried out Jesus’ instructions, 
making their way through those circles of fifty, inter-
acting with individuals, satisfying their hunger. The 
disciples had no food supplies, but they had their 
hands and feet and voices—and their partnership 
with Jesus. It was more than enough.

—Sr. Mary O’Brien, C.P.
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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES

June 29, 2025

First Reading: Acts 12:1–11

Responsorial Psalm (34:2–3, 4–5, 6–7, 8–9):

R/.	(8) The angel of the Lord will rescue 
those who fear him.

I will bless the Lord at all times; 
his praise shall be ever in my mouth

Let my soul glory in the Lord; 
the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R/.	The angel of the Lord will rescue 
those who fear him.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6–8, 17–18
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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES

Matthew 16:13–19

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Matthew

When Jesus went into the region of
Caesarea Philippi he asked his disciples,

“Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?”
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others Elijah, still others Jeremiah 
or one of the prophets.”
He said to them, 

“But who do you say that I am?”
Simon Peter said in reply,

“You are the Christ, 
the Son of the living God.”
Jesus said to him in reply, 
“Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah.
For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my heavenly Father.
And so I say to you, 
you are Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my Church,
and the gates of the netherworld 
shall not prevail against it.
I will give you the keys to 
the Kingdom of heaven. 
Whatever you bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven;
and whatever you loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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You are Peter 
and upon this rock 

I will build my church, 
and the gates of the netherworld 

shall not prevail against it.
—Matthew 16:18
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SAINTS PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES

Peter’s Reply

That Jesus! Sometimes, you can’t figure him out. 
Imagine that he picked Peter, a common fisherman! 
And nearly every time Peter shows up in the New 
Testament, he’s doubting, swearing, rebuking; how-
ever, Jesus always takes him back. Just because he 
got that one question right about who Jesus is, he’s 
picked to lead the followers of Jesus from then on. Boy, 
if the Holy Spirit didn’t turn his life around at Pentecost, 
I don’t know where we’d be! But God didn’t leave Peter 
on his own to figure it out. From the very beginning 
Peter was invited to follow him, and so he did, even to 
martyrdom on an inverted cross.

How about Saul? He was on his way to Damascus 
to capture some Christians for persecution when Jesus 
stopped him in his tracks. He was blinded by the light, 
and he was never the same. Talk about a conversion! 
It took hold so well that he was able to go around and 
preach, teach, and inspire people to know, love and 
serve Jesus. Yeah, that’s the ticket! “Nothing is impos-
sible with God.” So, do you think that it would work 
for us? I mean, Peter and Paul died for Jesus. They’re 
saints. How are their stories going to help me? Well, I 
guess it’s about slowing down and letting Jesus come 
close. Listen to Jesus’ voice, walk in his ways, and 
bring a few people with you by telling the story of how 
good God is. This could be a new beginning.

There’s something about that Jesus!
—Fr. Michael C. Greene, C.P.
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

July 6, 2025

First Reading: Isaiah 66:10-14c

Responsorial Psalm (66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20):

R/.	(1) Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Shout joyfully to God, all the earth, 
sing praise to the glory of his name; 
proclaim his glorious praise.

Say to God, “How tremendous are your 
deeds!”

R/.	Let all the earth cry out to God with joy.

Second Reading: Galatians 6:14-18
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 10:1-9

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

At that time the Lord appointed seventy-two others
whom he sent ahead of him in pairs
to every town and place 
he intended to visit.
He said to them,

“The harvest is abundant
but the laborers are few;
so ask the master of the harvest
to send out laborers for his harvest.
Go on your way;
behold, I am sending you like lambs
among wolves.
Carry no money bag, no sack, no sandals;
and greet no one along the way.
Into whatever house you enter, first say,
‘Peace to this household.’
If a peaceful person lives there,
your peace will rest on him;
but if not, it will return to you.
Stay in the same house
and eat and drink what is offered to you,
for the laborer deserves his payment.
Do not move about from one house to another.
Whatever town you enter
and they welcome you,
eat what is set before you,
cure the sick in it and say to them,
‘The kingdom of God is at hand for you.’”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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May I never boast except 
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through which the world has been crucified 
to me, and I to the world.

—Galatians 6:14
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FOURTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Our Marching Orders

Jesus sends out his disciples two-by-two with specific 
instructions. They have a job to do: to prepare others for 
the coming of Jesus. Notice they are sent out two by two. 
They can support each other and work together since, as 
Jesus warns them, they are like lambs among wolves. 
It won’t be an easy mission. Jesus’ mission is not an 
easy one.

Jesus tells them to look for a hospitable home where 
they can stay and to stay in a town where they are 
accepted. Notice he tells them to eat first, then cure 
the sick, then announce that the kingdom of God is at 
hand. The town will know the Kingdom of God is pres-
ent by the healing that takes place . . . the presence of 
God’s love made real.

This is what Jesus’s mission is about, the healing 
of a broken world. Jesus reveals what our God is like. 
We call God “Our Father.” Now is it our turn to continue 
the mission of Jesus, to bring the light of God’s healing, 
forgiveness and love into the darkness of our world. 

The Prayer of St. Francis’ gives us our marching orders:
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace; 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 
Where there is injury, pardon; 
Where there is doubt, faith; 
Where there is despair, hope; 
Where there is darkness, light; 
And where there is sadness, joy. . . . 

Ours is not an easy mission. But Jesus promises 
to be with us who carry on his mission in our world 
and time.

—Fr. Donald Ware, C.P.
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

July 13, 2025

First Reading: Deuteronomy 30:10-14

Responsorial Psalm (69:14, 17, 30-31, 33-34, 36, 37):

R/.	(cf. 33) Turn to the Lord in your need, 
and you will live.

I pray to you, O Lord, 
for the time of your favor, O God!

In your great kindness answer me 
with your constant help.

Answer me, O Lord,  
for bounteous is your kindness: 
in your great mercy turn toward me.

R/.	Turn to the Lord in your need, 
and you will live.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:15-20
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 10:25-37

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

There was a scholar of the law
who stood up to test Jesus and said,

“Teacher, what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?”
Jesus said to him,
“What is written in the law?
How do you read it?”
He said in reply,

“You shall love the Lord, your God,
with all your heart,
with all your being,
with all your strength,
and with all your mind,
and your neighbor as yourself.”
He replied to him, 

“You have answered correctly;
do this and you will live.”
But because he wished to justify himself,
he said to Jesus,

“And who is my neighbor?”
Jesus replied,
“A man fell victim to robbers
as he went down from 
Jerusalem to Jericho.
They stripped and beat him
and went off leaving him half-dead.
A priest happened 
to be going down that road,
but when he saw him,
he passed by on the opposite side.
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Likewise a Levite came to the place,
and when he saw him,
he passed by on the opposite side.
But a Samaritan traveler
who came upon him
was moved with compassion 
at the sight.
He approached the victim,
poured oil and wine over his wounds
and bandaged them.
Then he lifted him up
on his own animal,
took him to an inn, and cared for him.
The next day 
he took out two silver coins
and gave them to the innkeeper
with the instruction,

‘Take care of him.
If you spend more 
than what I have given you,
I shall repay you on my way back.’
Which of these three, 
in your opinion,
was neighbor to the robbers’ victim?”
He answered,

“The one who treated him with mercy.”
Jesus said to him,
“Go and do likewise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

I believe in God. I hope in God.  
I love God. I want to live and die for God.

—Venerable Henriette DeLille
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FIFTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

The Man Who Stopped

I have a simple icon that hangs on the wall opposite my 
desk. It is the picture of a man who has been lifted onto 
a donkey. The man has only a white loincloth wrapped 
around his lower body. He has a wound on his chest 
and a white bandage around his head. The man who 
has lifted him is wearing a blue garment, and there is 
a halo around his head. The donkey is standing on a 
winding road. At the end of that road is an edifice that 
looks like a cross between an inn and a church.

This icon, of course, represents the gospel story that 
we hear this Sunday—the famous story of the “Good 
Samaritan.” The iconic rendition of the gospel narrative 
reflects the way in which great preachers in the early 
Church, like St. Ambrose and St. Augustine, preached 
on this gospel text. For them, the wounded man seated 
on the donkey represents humanity. Humanity—you 
and I—are like the man lying on the roadside, wounded 
by sin. The preeminent “Good Samaritan” is Christ, who 
stops and lifts up a wounded humanity. Christ brings us 
to the inn—the Church—where we can find forgiveness 
and healing. The Church is meant to be the place where 
all of the wounded of this world can come to find healing 
and new life.

The great preachers of the early Church knew that 
Christians would only be able to understand the 
message of the parable of the Good Samaritan if they 
realized that Christ is the one who stops for us when 
we lie beside the roadside of life. He offers us healing 
from our wounds and brings us to the community of 
faith. It is from this experience that we can heed his 
words, “Go and do likewise.”

—Fr. Robin Ryan, C.P.
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

July 20, 2025

First Reading: Genesis 18:1-10a

Responsorial Psalm (15:2-3, 3-4, 5):

R/.	(1a) He who does justice 
will live in the presence of the Lord.

One who walks blamelessly 
and does justice; 
who thinks the truth in his heart 
and slanders not with his tongue.

R/.	He who does justice 
will live in the presence of the Lord.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:24-28
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 10:38-42

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus entered a village
where a woman 
whose name was Martha
welcomed him.
She had a sister named Mary
who sat beside the Lord at his feet
listening to him speak.
Martha,
burdened with much serving,
came to him and said,

“Lord, do you not care
that my sister has left me by myself
to do the serving?
Tell her to help me.”
The Lord said to her in reply,
“Martha, Martha, 
you are anxious
and worried about many things.
There is need of only one thing.
Mary has chosen the better part
and it will not be taken from her.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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If we believe in what we say we do,  
then every person we take care of  

is Christ himself.
—Fr. Frank Kennard
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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

May I Serve You?

I have a friend whose home is immaculate. When you 
visit, he always has a wonderful repast. He is what some 
would call the host with the most. I am not always happy 
about going to his home, however. He is so busy being 
the proper host that he sometimes forgets his guests. 
He spends such a long time in the kitchen that the 
guests are left talking among themselves. He often looks 
ragged and overworked but he does not take the time to 
enjoy his guest. There is no Mary to support his Martha.

In today’s gospel, Luke tells us that Jesus “came to 
a village and a woman named Martha welcomed him 
into her house, she had a sister named Mary, who sat 
down at the Lord’s feet and listened to him speaking.” 
Meanwhile, Martha was “distracted with all the serving.” 
My friend doesn’t get to know how exciting or interesting 
his friends are because he is so busy entertaining them. 

Today’s gospel reminds us that we have to be both 
Martha and Mary at times. We should not get so involved 
in doing for our guests that we forget why we are doing 
it in the first place. Hosting is not the object of the visit. 
Spending time with the guests is the object. Are we 
sitting at the Lord’s feet as well as serving? The visit is 
more than serving it is also about listening—conver-
sation as well as food. May I serve you. . . ?

—Fr. Melvin A. Shorter, C.P.
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

July 27, 2025

First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32

Responsorial Psalm (138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8):

R/.	(3a) Lord, on the day I called for help, 
you answered me.

I will give thanks to you, O Lord, 
with all my heart, 
for you have heard the words 
of my mouth; 
in the presence of the angels 
I will sing your praise;

I will worship at your holy temple 
and give thanks to your name.

R/.	Lord, on the day I called for help, 
you answered me.

Second Reading: Colossians 2:12-14
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 11:1-13

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus was praying in a certain place, 
and when he had finished,
one of his disciples said to him,

“Lord, teach us to pray 
just as John taught his disciples.”
He said to them,

“When you pray, say:
Father, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
Give us each day
our daily bread
and forgive us our sins
for we ourselves forgive 
everyone in debt to us,
and do not subject us
to the final test.”
And he said to them,
“Suppose one of you has a friend
to whom he goes at midnight
and says,

‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread,
for a friend of mine
has arrived at my house
from a journey
and I have nothing to offer him,’
and he says in reply from within,

‘Do not bother me;
the door has already been locked
and my children and I 
are already in bed.
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I cannot get up and give you anything.’
I tell you,
if he does not get up
to give the visitor the loaves
because of their friendship,
he will get up
to give him whatever he needs
because of his persistence.
And I tell you,
ask and you will receive;
seek and you will find;
knock and the door will be opened to you.
For everyone who asks, receives;
and the one who seeks, finds;
and to the one who knocks,
the door will be opened.
What father among you
would hand his son a snake
when he asks for a fish?
Or hand him a scorpion 
when he asks for an egg?
If you then, who are wicked,
know how to give good gifts 
to your children,
how much more will the Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Nowadays the world does not need words 
but lives that cannot be explained except 
through faith and love for Christ’s poor.

—Servant of God Pedro Arrupe, SJ
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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Teach Us How to Pray

In today’s gospel reading, Jesus responds to his dis-
ciples’ request that he teach them how to pray. And so 
we have Luke’s account of the Lord’s Prayer. But then 
Jesus has more to say about prayer. He speaks about 
persistence in prayer by using the image of a neighbor 
coming at night to ask for something to feed his guests 
who have just arrived. And then He says, “. . . ask and 
you will receive, seek and you will find, knock and the 
door will be opened to you.” I’ve had some difficulty 
with these words of Jesus. What happens if the person 
asks for something opposed to the Gospel, for example, 
the destruction of one’s enemies? God would not grant 
that kind of request, right? 

It might be good to remember that God may not 
give us what we want, but what we need. I think we 
get a hint of this at the end of Jesus’ words: “If you, 
then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?” 
Notice that Jesus does not say, “How much more will 
the Father in heaven give you anything you want.”

Our persistence in prayer is not about nagging 
God to do the right thing by us. It has to do with not 
giving up on prayer and trusting in God’s timing more 
than our own. God may be waiting for us to be ready 
to receive what we need. Even in the image Jesus 
uses, the person comes to his neighbor asking for 
help to answer someone else’s needs. 

May our prayer come from trusting in God’s love 
and being open to God using us to share his love in 
Jesus Christ.

—Fr. Philip Paxton, C.P.



41

 
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

August 3, 2025

First Reading: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 2:21-23

Responsorial Psalm (90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13):

R/.	(1) If today you hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts.

You turn man back to dust, 
saying, “Return, O children of men.”

For a thousand years in your sight 
are as yesterday, now that it is past, 
or as a watch of the night.

R/.	If today you hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts.

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 12:13-21

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus,
“Teacher, tell my brother
to share the inheritance with me.”
He replied to him,

“Friend, who appointed me 
as your judge and arbitrator?”
Then he said to the crowd,
“Take care to guard against all greed,
for though one may be rich,
one’s life does not consist of possessions.”
Then he told them a parable.
“There was a rich man whose land
produced a bountiful harvest.
He asked himself,
‘What shall I do,
for I do not have space 
to store my harvest?’
And he said,
‘This is what I shall do:
I shall tear down my barns
and build larger ones.
There I shall store all my grain
and other goods
and I shall say to myself,

“Now as for you,
you have so many good things stored up
for many years,
rest, eat, drink, be merry!”’
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But God said to him,
‘You fool, 
this night your life will be demanded of you;
and the things you have prepared,
to whom will they belong?’
Thus will it be for all 
who store up treasure for themselves
but are not rich in what matters to God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

When I don’t know what’s next,  
I get down on my knees and pray,  

Lord, take me, mold me, fashion me,  
show me what You want.  

Then I watch and listen and it will come.
—Fr. Mychal Judge, OFM

PH
OT

O 
CR

ED
IT:

 P
EA

SA
P



44

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Be Generous as the Father is Generous

Months ago, right before beginning our Lenten Season, 
we heard Jesus in the Sermon on the Plain, saying: 
“Give, and gifts will be given to you; a good measure, 
packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be 
poured into your lap.” (Luke 6:38) How far away the 
attitude of the rich man is in the gospel passage today! 
It is the opposite of what is expected of someone who 
has the occasion of an abundant harvest to think of 
others and change their misery. The rich man’s mono-
logue is of someone who is self-absorbed; he knows only 
himself. His ‘retirement plan’ includes neither partner 
or spouse nor children, not even neighbors or his farm 
employees. This person represents not only individuals, 
but also groups, corporations, political and economic 
interests that only look for their own benefit and advan-
tage without care for the millions of men, women, chil-
dren, young and elderly who are hungry, impoverished, 
fleeing from evils such as war, violence, unemploy-
ment, human trafficking, crime and so forth.

According to Jesus, being insensitive and indifferent 
leads to an empty and foolish lifestyle. His followers are 
called to shape their heart by the tremendous generosity 
of God manifested in his beloved Son. For some, to be 
generous is foolish and a waste of resources. However, 
Jesus, who lived amid a socio-economic crisis impacting 
his fellow citizens, seems to be exhorting us, “Be gener-
ous just as your Father is generous.” It is a call to broad-
en our hearts and share our welfare. This is one of the 
ways to make this world more human, inhabitable and 
sustainable for all, especially for the powerless and 
hopeless.

—Fr. Lionel Pacheco, C.P.
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

August 10, 2025

First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9

Responsorial Psalm (33:1, 12, 18-19, 20-22):

R/.	(12b) Blessed the people the Lord 
has chosen to be his own.

Exult, you just, in the Lord; 
praise from the upright is fitting.

Blessed the nation whose God is the Lord, 
the people he has chosen 
for his own inheritance.

R/.	Blessed the people the Lord 
has chosen to be his own.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-12
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 12:35-40

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus said to his disciples:
“Gird your loins and light your lamps
and be like servants 
who await their master’s return
from a wedding,
ready to open immediately
when he comes and knocks.
Blessed are those servants
whom the master finds vigilant
on his arrival.
Amen, I say to you,
he will gird himself,
have the servants recline at table,
and proceed to wait on them.
And should he come in the second 
or third watch
and find them prepared in this way,
blessed are those servants.
Be sure of this:
if the master of the house
had known the hour
when the thief was coming,
he would not have let his house
be broken into.
You also must be prepared,
for at an hour 
you do not expect,
the Son of Man will come.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Stay awake and be ready! 
For you do not know on what day 

the Son of Man will come.
—Matthew 24:42a, 44
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NINETEENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Be Alert! Be Vigilant!

Today’s gospel presents a powerful teaching on vigilance 
and readiness in waiting for the Lord. Jesus exhorts 
his disciples to be like servants who, with their loins 
belted and their lamps lit, are ready to welcome the 
master upon his return. This passage emphasizes the 
importance of living in a state of constant preparation 
and waiting. But being ready does not mean being 
anxious. There is a big difference between the readiness 
that the gospel asks of us and the anxiety that the world 
stirs in us. Being ready means living without wasting 
anything that life puts before us.

God is always present in every moment of our life. 
But if we live in a distracted way we risk missing his 
presence. Jesus praises those who pay attention, who 
are vigilant, who do not miss the beat! The blessing 
offered is unexpected. The figure of the master who 
serves his servants, as described in the following verses, 
overturns human expectations, highlighting the great-
ness of service and God’s love for humanity. The implica-
tions of this teaching are profound: the disciples are 
called to live a life of service and vigilance, ready to 
respond to the divine call, thus reflecting the love and 
mercy of Christ in the world.

—Fr. Enzo Del Brocco, C.P.
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

August 17, 2025

First Reading: Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10

Responsorial Psalm (40:2, 3, 4, 18):

R/.	(14b) Lord, come to my aid!

I have waited, waited for the Lord, 
and he stooped toward me.

R/.	Lord, come to my aid!

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:1-4
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 12:49-53

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus said to his disciples:
“I have come to set the earth on fire,
and how I wish it were already blazing!
There is a baptism with which 
I must be baptized,
and how great is my anguish
until it is accomplished!
Do you think that I have come
to establish peace on the earth?
No, I tell you, but rather division.
From now on a household of five
will be divided,
three against two and two against three;
a father will be divided against his son
and a son against his father,
a mother against her daughter
and a daughter against her mother,
a mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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My only ambition is to be able one day  
to paint Christ so movingly  

that those who see Him  
will be converted.

—Georges Rouault
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

The Fire of God’s Presence

There are three images that our scriptures present to 
us today that help us to understand what they are 
asking. In our first reading from the Book of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, the image is of the prophet stuck in the mud. 
I think we can all relate to this image. How often might 
we have thought of ourselves as stuck in the mud 
because of the circumstances of our life at that moment. 

Our second image comes from the gospel when 
Jesus says. “I have come to set the earth on fire!” Fire 
in the scripture often represents the presence of God. 
In other words, Jesus has come to bring the presence 
of God to the world.

The third image is found in the second reading from 
the Letter to the Hebrews, the writer of the letter tells 
us to “persevere in running the race that lies before us 
while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus the leader and 
perfecter of faith.” These words echo St. Paul’s image 
of running the race of life with our eyes always fixed 
on the end prize—eternity with God.

These images from our readings help us to make 
sense out of Jesus’ challenge. Throughout the summer 
Jesus has been reminding us that being a disciple, being 
a person of faith, is not easy. Believing in God is not a 
fairy tale; we don’t say we believe and then live happily 
ever after! It is a challenge each day. At any time, the 
world can turn against us just like it did to Jeremiah. 
It can cause division even among the people we love 
most, and the only way to get through it is to keep our 
eyes fixed on Jesus and let the fire of God’s presence 
burn within our hearts!

—Fr. Paul Fagan, C.P.
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

August 24, 2025

First Reading: Isaiah 66:18-21

Responsorial Psalm (117:1, 2):

R/.	(Mark 16:15) Go out to all the world 
and tell the Good News.

Praise the Lord, all you nations; 
glorify him, all you peoples!

R/.	Go out to all the world 
and tell the Good News.

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 13:22-30

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus passed through towns and villages,
teaching as he went
and making his way to Jerusalem.
Someone asked him,

“Lord, will only a few people be saved?”
He answered them,

“Strive to enter through the narrow gate,
for many, I tell you, 
will attempt to enter
but will not be strong enough.
After the master of the house has arisen
and locked the door,
then will you stand outside
knocking and saying,
‘Lord, open the door for us.’
He will say to you in reply,
‘I do not know where you are from.’
And you will say,
‘We ate and drank in your company
and you taught in our streets.’
Then he will say to you,
‘I do not know where you are from.
Depart from me, all you evildoers!’
And there will be wailing
and grinding of teeth
when you see Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob
and all the prophets 
in the kingdom of God
and you yourselves cast out.
And people will come 



55

from the east and the west
and from the north and the south
and will recline at table 
in the kingdom of God. 
For behold, 
some are last who will be first,
and some are first who will be last.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Go out to all the world and 
tell the good news.

—Mark 16:15
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TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

What’s Your End Game?

Every now and then when I read a gospel passage, I get 
new insights, even though I may have read it hundreds 
of times. Take for instance a verse from this week’s 
gospel: “Strive to enter by the narrow gate.” Is 
Jesus talking about the narrowness of the road or is 
he telling us that we have to get-to-walking? I believe 
Jesus is telling the disciples (and us) that we have to 
stop worrying about “who’s in or out.” Who’s invited 
to the party, the banquet? Who is at my table? Some 
people even arrive later to make an entrance. But Jesus 
tells people who are reluctant to heed God’s call that 
they might find the door closed, no matter how popular 
they think they may be. It’s a call to discipleship, and 
that takes discipline. 

That’s the reason that we have to strive to walk the 
“Jesus” way. We can’t just take it for granted that we’re 
pleasing God if we only follow God’s commandments 
and share in the community of faith when it’s conve-
nient. This week we meet Jesus on the way to Jerusalem 
where he will die. There’s an urgency in his words, his 
invitation that it’s to our benefit to heed. And it’s not 
only for us as individuals but we are invited to bring 
someone along. You can be a person of influence for 
Jesus. Let’s start today.

—Fr. Michael C. Greene, C.P.
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

August 31, 2025

First Reading: Sirach 3:17-18, 20, 28-29

Responsorial Psalm (68:4-5, 6-7, 10-11):

R/.	(cf. 11b) God, in your goodness 
you have made a home for the poor.

The just rejoice and exult before God; 
they are glad and rejoice.

Sing to God, chant praise to his name; 
whose name is the Lord.

R/.	God, in your goodness 
you have made a home for the poor.

Second Reading: Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24a
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 14:1, 7-14

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

On a Sabbath Jesus went to dine
at the home of one of the leading Pharisees,
and the people there 
were observing him carefully.
He told a parable 
to those who had been invited,
noticing how they were choosing 
the places of honor at the table.

“When you are invited by someone
to a wedding banquet,
do not recline at table
in the place of honor.
A more distinguished guest than you
may have been invited by him,
and the host who invited both of you
may approach you and say,
‘Give your place to this man,’
and then you would proceed
with embarrassment
to take the lowest place.
Rather, when you are invited,
go and take the lowest place
so that when the host comes to you
he may say, ‘My friend,
move up to a higher position.’
Then you will enjoy the esteem 
of your companions at the table.
For everyone who exalts himself 
will be humbled,
but the one who humbles himself
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will be exalted.”
Then he said to the host
who invited him,

“When you hold a lunch or a dinner,
do not invite your friends
or your brothers or your relatives
or your wealthy neighbors,
in case they may invite you back
and you have repayment.
Rather, when you hold a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind;
blessed indeed will you be
because of their inability to repay you.
For you will be repaid
at the resurrection of the righteous.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

In the ordinary providence of your  
everyday lives, you are the Church  

and you have the grace.  
You have the capacity and  

you are conditioned to make yourself 
responsible for the Catholic Church— 

at home, in the streetcar coming and going 
to work, in your place of employment. 
Where you are, there is the Church.

—Fr. Thomas Augustine Judge
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TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Encounter

Our readings today speak of humility. In today’s gospel, 
Jesus gives his dinner companions some practical 
advice on the social benefits of being humble and taking 
the lowest place at the table; the advantage being that 
the only option available is to move up, literally, and 
in the eyes of the other guests. I believe Jesus is also 
telling us about God’s ways, just as our psalm proclaims, 
“God, in your goodness, you have made a home for the 
poor.” God cares for all, especially the most vulnerable: 
the widows and orphans of the time. While we tend to 
see through the lens of our culture’s values and are 
concerned with power and prestige (or at least the 
appearance of them), in God, all are welcome, all are 
precious. 

So often, Jesus gives advice that is difficult to live up 
to. It goes against our natural inclinations, our comfort 
zone. When was the last time I invited the poor, crippled, 
lame, or blind over for dinner? Or the unhoused person 
or the person with a developmental delay? When did I 
visit the homebound? It’s easy to think, “Oh, I give 
money to my church/a charity and they do that” or “I 
pay taxes, and our society has social safety nets.” But 
I believe Jesus is inviting us to something more personal, 
more intimate: a meal. Solidarity. Relationship. An 
opportunity to open our mind and heart and recognize 
that we are not so different. An “encounter.”

—Moira Reilly



61

THE ORDER OF THE MASS

INTRODUCTORY RITES
We begin our celebration of the Mass by raising our 
voices in joyful praise.

ENTRANCE SONG

GREETING
The priest welcomes us to the celebration of the Mass.
Priest:	 In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People:	 Amen.
Priest:	 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the 

love of God and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

People:	 And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL RITE
We ask God’s pardon for the faults 
we have committed.
Priest:	 Brothers and sisters, 

let us acknowledge our sins, 
and so prepare ourselves 
to celebrate the sacred mysteries.

Priest:	 You were sent to heal the contrite of heart: 
Lord, have mercy.

People:	 Lord, have mercy.
Priest:	 You came to call sinners: 

Christ, have mercy.
People:	 Christ, have mercy.
Priest:	 You are seated at the right hand of the 

Father to intercede for us: 
Lord, have mercy.

People:	 Lord, have mercy.
Priest:	 May almighty God have mercy on us,  
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forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life.

People:	 Amen.

GLORIA
We offer our prayer of praise and honor to God.
	 Glory to God in the highest,  

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you, 
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King,  
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord, Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
		  have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
		  receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
		  have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

OPENING PRAYER
Priest:	 Let us pray.
The priest invites us to pray in silence for a moment, 
then we listen as he reads the opening prayer.
People:	 Amen.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
We now listen as God’s word is proclaimed to us in 
the Liturgy of the Word:
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FIRST READING
Reader:	  The word of the Lord.
People:	   Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

SECOND READING
Reader:	  The word of the Lord.
People:	   Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL
(The priest prays.)
	 Cleanse my heart and my lips, almighty God, 

that I may worthily proclaim your holy Gospel.
Priest:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with your spirit.
Priest:	 A reading from the holy Gospel according to N.
People:	 Glory to you, O Lord.

(At the end:)
Priest:	 The Gospel of the Lord.
People:	 Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Priest:	 Through the words of the Gospel 

may our sins be wiped away.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH
We acknowledge the goodness of God 
and profess our Faith in Him in the Creed.
	 I believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
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I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us men and for our salvation  
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit  
was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,  
and became man. 
 

For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory  
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son 
is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 

I believe in one, holy, catholic  
and apostolic Church. 
I confess one baptism  
for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. 
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
As members of God’s family we now pray  
for the needs of the Church, the world,  
our neighbors and ourselves.

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins. 
The celebrant offers our gifts to God; 
we join with him and offer our whole life.

PROCESSION WITH THE GIFTS

OFFERTORY
As the priest offers the bread:
Priest:	 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation, 

for through your goodness we have received 
the bread we offer you: 
fruit of the earth and work of human hands, 
it will become for us the bread of life.

People:	 Blessed be God forever.

As the wine and water are poured into the chalice:
Priest:	 By the mystery of this water and wine  

may we come to share in the divinity  
of Christ, who humbled himself to share  
in our humanity.

As the priest offers the wine:
Priest:	 Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation. 

for through your goodness we have received 
the wine we offer you: 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands, 
it will become our spiritual drink.

People:	 Blessed be God for ever.
Praying over the gifts, the priest says:
Priest:	 With humble spirit and contrite heart 

may we be accepted by you, O Lord, 
and may our sacrifice in your sight this day 
be pleasing to you, Lord God.
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Washing his hands, the priest prays:
Priest:	 Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin.

INVITATION TO PRAY
The celebrant invites us to pray:
Priest:	 Pray, brothers and sisters,  

that my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, 
the almighty Father.

People:	 May the Lord accept the sacrifice 
at your hands for the praise 
and glory of his name, for our good,  
and the good of all his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS
The celebrant prays in our name,  
asking God to accept and bless our offering:
People:	 Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
The celebrant invites us to join  
in the Eucharistic service. 
We lift our hearts to the Lord, 
as we prepare for this central part  
of the Sacrifice of the Mass.

INTRODUCTORY DIALOGUE
Priest:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with your spirit.
Priest:	 Lift up your hearts.
People:	 We lift them up to the Lord.
Priest:	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:	 It is right and just.

SUNDAY PREFACE
Priest:	 It is truly right and just,  

our duty and our salvation,  
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always and everywhere to give you thanks, 
Father most holy, 
through your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, 
your Word through whom you made all things, 
whom you sent as our Savior and Redeemer, 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin. 
Fulfilling your will and  
gaining for you a holy people,  
he stretched out his hands  
as he endured his Passion, 
so as to break the bonds of death  
and manifest the resurrection. 
And so, with the Angels and all the Saints 
we declare your glory, 
as with one voice we acclaim:

SANCTUS
Priest and people:
	 Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
We pray for the blessing of the Holy Spirit:
Priest:	 You are indeed Holy, O Lord, 

the fount of all holiness. 
Make holy, therefore, these gifts, we pray, 
by sending down your Spirit upon them 
like the dewfall, 
so that they may become for us 
the Body and Blood  
of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

We recall the Last Supper:
	 At the time he was betrayed 
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and entered willingly into his Passion, 
he took bread and, giving thanks, broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take this, all of you, and eat of it, 
for this is my Body 
which will be given up for you. 
In a similar way, when supper was ended, 
he took the chalice 
and, once more giving thanks, 
he gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take this, all of you, 
and drink from it, 
for this is the chalice of my Blood, 
the Blood of the new and eternal covenant, 
which will be poured out for you  
and for many 
for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this in memory of me.

Our gifts of bread and wine have been changed into 
the body and blood of Christ.

Priest:	 The mystery of faith:
People:	 We proclaim your Death, O Lord, 

and profess your Resurrection 
until you come again.

We recall Christ’s sacrifice:
Priest:	 Therefore, as we celebrate 

the memorial of his Death and Resurrection, 
we offer you, Lord, 
the Bread of life and the Chalice of salvation, 
giving thanks that you have held us worthy 
to be in your presence and minister to you. 

We pray for unity in the Holy Spirit:
	 Humbly we pray that,  

partaking of the Body and Blood of Christ, 
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we may be gathered into one  
by the Holy Spirit.

We pray for the Church:
	 Remember, Lord, your Church 

spread throughout the world, 
and bring her to the fullness of charity, 
together with N. our Pope, 
N. our bishop, and all the clergy.

We pray for the dead:
	 Remember also our brothers and sisters  

who have fallen asleep  
in the hope of the resurrection, 
and all who have died in your mercy: 
welcome them into the light of your face.

We pray for the living:
	 Have mercy on us all, we pray, 

that with the Blessed Virgin Mary,  
Mother of God,  
and with Blessed Joseph, her spouse, 
with the blessed Apostles, 
and all the Saints who have pleased you 
throughout the ages, 
we may merit to be coheirs to eternal life, 
and may praise and glorify you 
through your Son, Jesus Christ.

We offer our praise to the Father 
through Christ and the Holy Spirit:
	 Through him, with him, in him,  

O God, almighty Father, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is yours,  
for ever and ever.

People:	 Amen.
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COMMUNION RITE
As we prepare to partake of the body 
and blood of Christ, we pray to God our Father:

LORD’S PRAYER
Priest:	 At the Savior’s command 

and formed by divine teaching, 
we dare to say:

All:	 Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.

We pray that Christ will guard and protect us and 
grant us peace:
Priest:	 Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil, 

graciously grant peace in our days, 
that, by the help of your mercy, 
we may be always free from sin 
and safe from all distress, 
as we await the blessed hope 
and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

People:	 For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, now and for ever.

Priest:	 Lord Jesus Christ, who said to your Apostles: 
Peace I leave you, my peace I give you; 
look not on our sins, 
but on the faith of your Church, 
and graciously grant her peace and unity 
in accordance with your will.

People:	 Amen.
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GREETING OF PEACE
We offer a sign of peace and friendship to one another:
Priest:	 The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:	 And with your spirit.
Priest:	 Let us offer each other the sign of peace.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Priest:	 May this mingling of the Body 

and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
bring eternal life to us who receive it.

LAMB OF GOD
We remember Christ’s sacrifice on the cross  
and pray for the mercy and peace of Christ  
in our lives.
People:	 Lamb of God,  

you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world: 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, 
you take away the sins of the world: 
grant us peace.

COMMUNION
We pray that we might be worthy to receive  
the Eucharist, Christ’s gift of himself to us: 
Priest:	 Lord Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, 

who, by the will of the Father 
and the work of the Holy Spirit, 
through your Death gave life to the world; 
free me by this, your most holy Body and 
Blood, from all my sins, and from every evil; 
keep me always faithful  
to your commandments, 
and never let me be parted from you.

Priest:	 Behold the Lamb of God, behold him  
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who takes away the sins of the world.  
Blessed are those who are called to the 
supper of the Lamb.

Priest and People:
	 Lord, I am not worthy  

that you should enter under my roof, 
but only say the word  
and my soul shall be healed.

The priest prays silently: 
	May the body of Christ 
keep me safe for eternal life. 
May the blood of Christ  
keep me safe for eternal life.

Priest:	 The Body of Christ.
Communicant:  Amen.

COMMUNION SONG

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Priest:	 Let us pray.
The priest reads a prayer of praise 
and thanksgiving to God for the privilege  
of partaking in the sacrifice of the Mass:
People:	 Amen.

CONCLUDING RITE

GREETING AND BLESSING
The celebrant bids us go forth 
with the peace and blessing of God:
Priest:	 The Lord be with you.
People:	 And with your spirit.
Priest:	 May almighty God bless you, the Father,  

and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
People:	 Amen.
Priest:	 Go forth, the Mass is ended.
All:	 Thanks be to God.



73

 
TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

September 7, 2025

First Reading: Wisdom 9:13-18b

Responsorial Psalm (90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14-17):

R/.	(1) In every age, O Lord, 
you have been our refuge.

You turn man back to dust, saying, 
“Return, O children of men.”

For a thousand years in your sight 
are as yesterday, 
now that it is past, 
or as a watch of the night.

R/.	In every age, O Lord, 
you have been our refuge.

Second Reading: Philemon 9-10, 12-17
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 14:25-33

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Great crowds were traveling with Jesus,
and he turned and addressed them,

“If anyone comes to me
without hating his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters,
and even his own life,
he cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not carry his own cross 
and come after me
cannot be my disciple.
Which of you
wishing to construct a tower
does not first sit down 
and calculate the cost
to see if there is enough
for its completion?
Otherwise, 
after laying the foundation
and finding himself 
unable to finish the work
the onlookers should laugh at him
and say, 

‘This one began to build
but did not have the resources to finish.’
Or what king marching into battle
would not first sit down
and decide whether 
with ten thousand troops
he can successfully oppose another king
advancing upon him with twenty thousand troops?
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But if not, while he is still far away,
he will send a delegation
to ask for peace terms.
In the same way,
anyone of you who does not renounce
all his possessions
cannot be my disciple.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

If you have to fail,  
let it be on the side of kindness.  
Be kinder than kindness itself  

to the old people.
—Venerable Mary Angeline McCrory
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Severe Demands With Great Rewards

In this passage from Luke’s gospel, Jesus’ words and 
demands are severe. He outlines the strict criteria for 
being his disciple which includes hating one’s parents, 
spouse, siblings, children, and self and renouncing 
all of one’s possessions. Is this to be taken literally? 
He elaborates with hypothetical examples to bring the 
point home: one must be well-prepared to take on any 
challenges, in the same way that one must be ready 
to fully embrace Jesus’ way.

His words seem harsh, and I think he is trying to 
emphasize how truly difficult it is to follow his teachings. 
One must not simply sit back and accept his words as 
friendly advice; one must actively make sacrifices and 
work diligently to walk his path.

In today’s world, it is easy to focus on material wealth 
and worldly comforts. We seem to have become a society 
that focuses on the preservation of the self and the 
prosperous, while losing sight of the needy and disad-
vantaged. Jesus asks us to be better —to break out of 
our comfort zones and forge a new path. To renounce 
our dearest possessions in order to be a true conduit 
of his mercy, forgiveness, and activism.

In this contemporary age, I pray that I can follow 
Jesus’ teachings much more closely, despite how 
difficult it may be. I wish to be strong enough to put 
aside my self-interests in order to truly reach out to 
others and, in doing so, to walk in Jesus’ shoes.

—Robert Skolits
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EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

September 14, 2025

First Reading: Numbers 21:4b–9

Responsorial Psalm (78:1–2, 34–35, 36–37, 38):

R/.	(cf. 7b) Do not forget the works of the Lord.

Hearken, my people, to my teaching; 
incline your ears to the 
words of my mouth.

I will open my mouth in a parable, 
I will utter mysteries from of old.

R/.	Do not forget the works of the Lord.

Second Reading: Philippians 2:6–11
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EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

John 3:13–17

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John

Jesus said to Nicodemus:
“No one has gone up to heaven
except the one who has come down 
from heaven, the Son of Man.
And just as Moses lifted up the 
serpent in the desert,
so must the Son of Man be lifted up,
so that everyone who believes in him 
may have eternal life.”
For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him 
might not perish
but might have eternal life.
For God did not send his Son 
into the world to condemn the world,
but that the world might be saved 
through him. 

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name 

which is above every name, 
that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bend 

of those in heaven and on earth  
and under the earth . . . .

—Philippians 2:9-10
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EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

A Sign of Hope Amidst the Rubble

Because this feast of the Exaltation of the Cross is 
always on the same date, September 14th, I have never 
looked at the Cross in the same way after the events 
which occurred only a few days prior, twenty-four years 
ago on 9/11. Only two days after the Twin Towers fell 
in NYC an excavator working on his machine stopped 
and just sat there, exhausted from going through the 
rubble to find victims of the tragedy. What he discov-
ered was that in the debris was a huge 70-foot horizontal 
beam with a 49 foot vertical beam attached to it. This 
worker went to find the Franciscan priest who was 
working at the site and said, “come and see that we are 
in God’s house.” It was a cross. And they removed it 
and placed it on a prominent part of the site as a sign 
of hope in the face of tragedy. 

The image of the Cross is powerful enough, but the 
richness it brings when it literally appears amidst rubble, 
destruction, death and seeming defeat is a very powerful 
symbol for us. Because it is when you and I suffer that 
the Cross becomes exalted. Whether we suffer the little 
crosses of everyday life; or the heavy crosses of loss, 
death, or separation from loved ones—it is through our 
suffering that the Cross of Christ becomes a triumph. 
It becomes our very foundation when life falls to rubble. 
As one worker discovered when those towers collapsed 
and took thousands of lives, Christ is in the rubble. 
He suffers with his people, helping them bear their 
own crosses, no matter how great or small.

—Fr. James Price, C.P.
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

September 21, 2025

First Reading: Amos 8:4-7

Responsorial Psalm (113:1-2, 4-6, 7-8):

R/.	(cf. 1a, 7b) Praise the Lord  
who lifts up the poor.

Praise, you servants of the Lord, 
praise the name of the Lord.

Blessed be the name of the Lord 
both now and forever.

R/.	Praise the Lord  
who lifts up the poor.

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-8
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 16:10-13

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus said to his disciples:
“The person who is trustworthy
in very small matters
is also trustworthy in great ones;
and the person who is dishonest
in very small matters
is also dishonest in great ones.
If, therefore,
you are not trustworthy
with dishonest wealth,
who will trust you with true wealth?
If you are not trustworthy
with what belongs to another,
who will give you what is yours?
No servant can serve two masters.
He will either hate one
love the other,
or be devoted to one
and despise the other.
You cannot serve both God and mammon.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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When we speak about justice,  
we are speaking about Christ. 
When we speak about peace, 

we are speaking about Christ. 
When we speak about truth and  

life and redemption,  
we are speaking about Christ.

—St. Ambrose
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Faithfulness to God, Returning the Gift

In today’s gospel Jesus teaches the disciples about 
faithfulness. As people given free will, it is obvious we 
would choose to serve God. After all, Jesus says we 
“cannot serve both God and mammon.”

The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and 
sneered at Jesus (Luke 16:14). They believed Abraham 
served both God and money. The Pharisees thought 
their wealth was a Gift of God for their righteousness, 
and therefore their often less than righteous acts were 
justified. 

Today there are many Pharisees in our world. Those 
who say they are faithful servants of God in their public 
life but often are unfaithful in their private lives. Maybe 
even we ourselves have been unfaithful in little things. 
We do have basic needs such as shelter, food, and cloth-
ing and therefore need money. As written in 1 Timothy 
6:10, “Wealth is not inherently evil, but the love of money 
can lead to all sorts of sin.” It is what we do with our 
wealth that determines the path we take. And this is 
determined by where or with whom a person’s faith-
fulness lies.

Faithfulness is about love, generosity, sacrifice, 
service and stewardship. Faithfulness is knowing that 
whatever is given to us is a gift from God. And that we 
must return this gift as God has asked us to by loving 
God and one another, serving the poor, feeding the 
hungry and clothing the naked. Faithfulness is using 
our good fortune and possessions to help those around 
us and our planet. Faithfulness is returning the gift of 
love to the Gift Giver.  

—Jacqueline C. Perez
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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

September 28, 2025

First Reading: Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Responsorial Psalm (146:7, 8-9, 9-10):

R/.	(1b) Praise the Lord, my soul!

Blessed is he who keeps faith forever, 
secures justice for the oppressed, 
gives food to the hungry.

The Lord sets captives free.

R/.	Praise the Lord, my soul!

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 6:11-16
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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 16:19-31

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus said to the Pharisees:
“There was a rich man
who dressed in purple garments
and fine linen
and dined sumptuously each day.
And lying at his door
was a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores,
who would gladly have eaten his fill
of the scraps that fell 
from the rich man’s table.
Dogs even used to come
and lick his sores.
When the poor man died,
he was carried away by angels
to the bosom of Abraham.
The rich man also died
and was buried,
and from the netherworld,
where he was in torment,
he raised his eyes
and saw Abraham far off
and Lazarus at his side.
And he cried out,
‘Father Abraham, have pity on me.
Send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger
in water and cool my tongue,
for I am suffering torment in these flames.’
Abraham replied,
‘My child, remember that you received
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what was good during your lifetime
while Lazarus likewise received what was bad;
but now he is comforted here,
whereas you are tormented.
Moreover, between us and you
a great chasm is established
to prevent anyone from crossing 
who might wish to go
from our side to yours
or from your side to ours.’
He said. ‘Then I beg you, father,
send him to my father’s house,
for I have five brothers,
so that he may warn them,
lest they too come to this place of torment.’
But Abraham replied,
‘They have Moses and the prophets.
Let them listen to them.’
He said,
‘Oh no, father Abraham,
but if someone from the dead goes to them,
they will repent.’
Then Abraham said,
‘If they will not listen to Moses 
and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded
if someone should rise from the dead.’”

The Gospel of the Lord.

He who occupies himself with  
the things of Christ  

should live with Christ.
—Blessed Fra Angelico
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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Don’t Ever Look Down

My Grandma Ryan once admonished me as a young boy, 
“Bobby, don’t ever look down at a beggar on the street. 
He could be Christ come back.” I have never forgotten 
my grandma’s words. Nor did I forget them when, a few 
years ago, I ran into such a man as Lazarus whom we 
meet in the gospel for today.

It was a snowy, achingly cold day, and I was exiting a 
rather ornate building after a day-long financial meeting 
for the congregation I was then leading. I was dressed 
for the meeting in a black suit, Roman collar, cufflinks 
and a long black overcoat. As I headed toward my car, 
I noticed a disheveled looking man walking towards me 
without a coat. His clothes were tattered, and he was 
shivering, no gloves, no hat. My first impulse, I am 
ashamed to say, was to cover my collar so that I wasn’t a 
magnet for every beggar on the street. And then I remem-
bered, “He could be Christ come back.”

“Father”, he said shivering, “please help me. I am so 
hungry.” I got out my wallet, looked saw I had only a 
fifty-dollar bill, and a one-dollar bill. I kept looking, and 
so did he. I took out the fifty and gave it to him. Then 
he threw his arms around me, kissed me and exclaimed 
“You are the best priest I’ve ever met!” I answered him 
jokingly, “Yeah, and now I’m the poorest!”

Really? I will never in my life face what this man faces 
every day. I will be fed, clothed, housed, welcomed, cared 
for, until the day I die. And it would be so easy to judge 
this man, blame him for his poverty. Today’s gospel 
hit home as did Gandma Ryan’s words. Maybe Christ 
had come back. Maybe I gave him a fifty. Maybe Christ 
kissed me today and encouraged me to be faithful to 
who I say I am.

—Fr. Robert Joerger, C.P.
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

October 5, 2025

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4

Responsorial Psalm (95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9):

R/.	(8) If today you hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts.

Come, let us sing joyfully to the Lord; 
let us acclaim 
the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come into his presence  
with thanksgiving; let us 
joyfully sing psalms to him.

R/.	If today you hear his voice, 
harden not your hearts.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 17:5-10

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

The apostles said to the Lord,
“Increase our faith.”
The Lord replied,
“If you have faith 
the size of a mustard seed,
you would say to this mulberry tree,
‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’
and it would obey you.
Who among you
would say to your servant
who has just come in from plowing
or tending sheep in the field,

‘Come here immediately 
and take your place at table’?
Would he not rather say to him,
‘Prepare something for me to eat.
Put on your apron and wait on me
while I eat and drink.
You may eat and drink
when I am finished’?
Is he grateful to that servant
because he did what was commanded?
So should it be with you.
When you have done 
all you have been commanded,
say, ‘We are unprofitable servants;
we have done
what we were obliged to do.’”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Lord, let happen whatever you will; 
and as you will, so will I walk; 
help me only to know your will! 

Lord, whenever you will, then is the time; 
today and always. 

Lord, whatever you will, I wish to accept, 
and whatever you will for me is gain; 

enough that I belong to you. 
Lord, because you will it, it is right; 

and because you will it, I have courage. 
My heart rests safely in your hands!
—Favorite prayer of Blessed Rupert Mayer
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TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Profitable Servants

Ah, the mustard seed! This is not the first time Jesus 
has compared something to a mustard seed. Earlier, 
he compared the Kingdom of God to a tiny mustard 
seed, which could grow into a large bush where birds 
could nest. Now he compares it to faith, saying that faith 
as small as the seed can be so powerful that it can do 
great things. Like the mustard seed, God’s gifts may 
seem small and insignificant to us, but with God’s grace, 
they can grow and blossom into something great, power-
ful and beautiful.

Today we hear the beautiful prayer of the apostles, 
“Lord, increase our faith.” They are following Jesus, 
and they want to enter more deeply into his way of 
thinking. The sense of faith is not belief in doctrine or 
understanding of the law. It is more about having a 
relationship with God. For the disciples, faith was an 
entry into the power of God that would enable them to 
heal the sick, teach with authority, and bring the Good 
News to the oppressed

In their enthusiasm to do well, Jesus reminds the 
disciples that discipleship is a call to service and 
requires sacrifice. They cannot expect praise for their 
service. They are Unprofitable Servants. Their work is 
important but not beyond the call of Christian duty, 
and no one can fully repay God for his Gifts. 

In reality, they are Profitable Servants gaining souls 
for the Kingdom. The reward in itself is the contentment 
and joy that comes with a life well lived. This is our lot 
also as disciples of Jesus. The power of faith enables 
us to do simple, but extraordinary things that trans-
form lives.

—Fr. Patrick Daughtry, C.P.
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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

October 12, 2025

First Reading: 2 Kings 5:14-17

Responsorial Psalm (98:1, 2-3, 3-4):

R/.	(cf. 2b) The Lord has revealed to the nations 
his saving power.

Sing to the Lord a new song, 
for he has done wondrous deeds;

His right hand has won victory for him, 
his holy arm.

R/.	The Lord has revealed to the nations 
his saving power.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 2:8-13
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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 17:11-19

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

As Jesus continued his journey
to Jerusalem,
he traveled through Samaria and Galilee.
As he was entering a village,
ten lepers met him.
They stood at a distance from him
and raised their voices, saying,

“Jesus, Master! Have pity on us!”
And when he saw them, he said,
“Go show yourselves to the priests.”
As they were going they were cleansed.
And one of them,
realizing he had been healed,
returned,
glorifying God in a loud voice;
and he fell at the feet of Jesus 
and thanked him.
He was a Samaritan.
Jesus said in reply,
“Ten were cleansed, 
were they not?
Where are the other nine?
Has none but this foreigner returned
to give thanks to God?”
Then he said to him,
“Stand up and go;
your faith has saved you.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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Place your mind before the mirror of eternity!  
Place your soul in the brilliance of glory! 
And transform your entire being into the 

image of the Godhead Itself  
through contemplation.

—St. Clare of Assisi
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TWENTY-EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Choose Life

Each Evangelist has his own way of presenting Jesus. 
For Luke, Jesus is on a journey that begins in Bethlehem, 
then moves into Galilee, then Jerusalem, and finally 
to the new Jerusalem, the Kingdom of God. Luke’s 
longest section describes Jesus’ journey from Galilee to 
Jerusalem, and one sentence sums up his message to 
those he meets: “Follow me.” Often enough, those he 
meets are stuck in one place and going nowhere. That 
could describe the ten lepers in today’s gospel.

They’re isolated outside a village in Samaria because 
of their leprosy. They can’t go back to their own homes 
and families. They’re cut off from the life they once knew. 
They can’t go anywhere. Jesus cures them of their lepro-
sy and tells them to go and show themselves to the 
priests, who approve them to return to their homes 
and families.

“Follow me,” Jesus says. That means more than 
following Jesus literally, as his early disciples once 
did. For the ten lepers, it meant going back to the life 
and the world where they’re meant to be. 

Is that what following Jesus means for us too? Often 
enough today, we can feel isolated, out of touch with 
the world around us, and even distant from those we 
live with. We can think the world has changed and 
passed us by. We don’t fit in anymore. We’re too old or 
too young; we don’t count. 

Jesus is still on his way to Jerusalem, Luke’s gospel 
says, and he meets us on his way.  “Follow me and live,” 
Jesus says. “Be part of your world and live in it as I 
would; choose life.”

—Fr. Victor Hoagland, C.P.
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

October 19, 2025

First Reading: Exodus 17:8-13

Responsorial Psalm (121:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8):

R/.	(cf. 2) Our help is from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.

I lift up my eyes toward the mountains; 
whence shall help come to me?

My help is from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.

R/.	Our help is from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 18:1-8

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus told his disciples a parable
about the necessity for them
to pray always 
without becoming weary.
He said,

“There was a judge in a certain town
who neither feared God
nor respected any human being.
And a widow in that town
used to come to him and say,

‘Render a just decision for me
against my adversary.’
For a long time the judge was unwilling,
but eventually he thought,
‘While it is true that I neither fear God
nor respect any human being,
because this widow keeps bothering me
I shall deliver a just decision for her
lest she finally come and strike me.’”
The Lord said,
“Pay attention to what the dishonest
judge says.
Will not God then secure the rights 
of his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night?
Will he be slow to answer them?
I tell you,
he will see to it that
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justice is done for them speedily.
But when the Son of Man comes,
will he find faith on earth?”

The Gospel of the Lord.

I lift up my eyes toward the mountains; 
whence shall help come to me? 

My help is from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth.

—Psalm 121:1-2
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TWENTY-NINTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Persistent Faith, Persistent Prayer

In this Gospel passage, Jesus emphasizes the power of 
perseverance in prayer. The widow, despite facing an 
indifferent and unjust judge, refuses to be silenced. 
She persistently demands justice, not out of arrogance, 
but out of a deep conviction that she is worthy of being 
heard. Her unwavering determination ultimately com-
pels the judge to act.

Jesus uses this parable to remind us that if even an 
unjust judge can be moved to action, how much more 
will our loving and just God respond to our cries? But 
beyond just assuring us that God listens, Jesus also 
poses a challenging question: When the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth?

This question calls us to examine our own perse-
verance in faith. In a world that often feels indifferent 
to suffering, where injustice can seem overwhelming, 
it is easy to grow weary, to wonder if our prayers matter. 
Yet Jesus assures us that God is always at work, even 
when we do not see immediate results. Faith is not just 
about believing in God’s presence but also about trust-
ing in God’s justice, even when the world tells us 
otherwise.

Like the widow, we are called to be persistent—not 
only in prayer but also in our commitment to justice. 
Prayer is not passive; it is a force that fuels our action. 
When we persist in both prayer and the pursuit of 
justice, we live out the faith Jesus hopes to find in us. 
Will we be faithful enough to keep praying, keep work-
ing, and keep trusting?

—Jean Baumgartner
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

October 26, 2025

First Reading: Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18

Responsorial Psalm (34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23):

R/.	(7a) The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

I will bless the Lord at all times; 
his praise shall be ever in my mouth.

Let my soul glory in the Lord; 
the lowly will hear me and be glad.

R/.	The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 18:9-14

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

Jesus addressed this parable
to those who were convinced
of their own righteousness
and despised everyone else.

“Two people went up to the temple to pray;
one was a Pharisee
and the other was a tax collector.
The Pharisee took up his position
and spoke this prayer to himself,

‘O God, I thank you
that I am not like the rest of humanity—
greedy, dishonest, adulterous—
or even like this tax collector.
I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes
on my whole income.’
But the tax collector
stood off at a distance
and would not even raise his eyes
to heaven
but beat his breast and prayed,
‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’
I tell you,
the latter went home justified,
not the former;
for whoever exalts himself
will be humbled,
and the one who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
—Psalm 34:7
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THIRTIETH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

A Significant Other Can Change My Life

A little noticed, remarkable movie of this past year was 
“Boys in the Boat.” In 1936, in the heart of the Great 
Depression, a young college boy found himself unable to 
pay the second half of his tuition. He reads an advertise-
ment for a full scholarship if he can make the crew 
team. He meets the coach who recognizes the boy’s 
ability and his circumstances and chooses him for the 
team. The boy helps to bring the university to the nation-
al championship and the Olympic Gold to the USA. The 
key to the boy’s future centered on two significant people 
who changed his life: one was the coach, the other was 
the elderly carpenter who built the boat. These two 
changed the boy’s life by directing his energy toward his 
ability and the part he was to play in his life’s pathway.

In our gospel today James and John also met a 
significant person—the Lord Jesus—who changed their 
lives forever. Jesus recognized their abilities and poten-
tial for lives of Gospel service. James and John did not 
initially have this in mind. Having followed Jesus, 
however, they clarified the pathways of their lives and 
it changed their lives forever.

Each of us may have had a significant person or 
persons who helped us become the people we are. We 
are meant to cherish these people throughout our 
lives. We are also meant to become such people for 
the younger men and women in the generations to 
come. Just as Jesus made a difference in the lives of 
James and John, and just as the coach and boat builder 
became significant people in that young man’s life, so 
too are we invited to be significant others for those who 
wander into the pathways of our lives. 

—Fr. Richard Burke, C.P.



105

 
ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED (ALL SOULS)

November 2, 2025

First Reading: Wisdom 3:1–9

Responsorial Psalm (23:1–3a, 3b–4, 5, 6):

R/.	The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want.

In verdant pastures he gives me repose; 
beside restful waters he leads me; 
he refreshes my soul.

R/.	The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want.

Second Reading: Romans 5:5–11
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ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

John 6:37–40

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John

Jesus said to the crowds:
“Everything that the Father 
gives me will come to me,
and I will not reject anyone 
who comes to me,
because I came down from heaven 
not to do my own will
but the will of the one who sent me.
And this is the will 
of the one who sent me,
that I should not lose anything 
of what he gave me,
but that I should raise it 
on the last day.
For this is the will of my Father,
that everyone who sees the Son 
and believes in him
may have eternal life,
and I shall raise him 
on the last day.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
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The souls of the just are in the hand of God, 
and no torment shall touch them.

—Wisdom 3:1

CR
ED

IT:
 JA

NE
T M

CK
EN

ZI
E



108

ALL THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

Lord, Keep Us in Your Mind and Heart

In some ways I’m an old-fashioned kind of guy. I don’t 
have a calendar on my phone or computer. Instead, I 
have a paper calendar on my desk, with the whole of 
each month laid out for me.

I make a lot of notes on this calendar, chief among 
them the birthdays of friends and family so that I can 
send them a card or email. But I also mark down the 
day of death of some close family and friends so that I 
can remember them, reflect on what they mean to me, 
and pray for them. I don’t want to lose my memories, 
but rather keep them alive in my mind and heart.

In our gospel reading Jesus tells us he will not reject 
anyone who comes to him, that he will not lose anything 
of what the Father gave him. Rather, all people who see 
the Son and believe in him will be saved and have 
eternal life on the last day. What a beautiful truth, that 
Jesus will gather us up, living and deceased, almost 
like holding us all in a warm embrace forever, never 
letting us go.

Jesus keeps all of us, living and deceased, in his 
mind and heart. He doesn’t want to lose us but rather 
be reunited with us at the end of time when we’re raised 
up again. So let’s remember the dead who are close to 
us on this feast day, pray for them and hold them in a 
warm embrace close to our hearts, until we meet again 
when Jesus raises us up.

—Bro. Michael Moran, C.P.
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DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

November 9, 2025

First Reading: Ezekiel 47:1–2, 8–9, 12

Responsorial Psalm (46:2, 3, 5–6, 8, 9):

R/.	(2b) The waters of the river 
gladden the city of God, 
the holy dwelling of the Most High.

God is our refuge and our strength 
an ever-present help in distress.

Therefore we fear not,  
though the earth be shaken  
and mountains plunge  
into the depths of the sea.

R/.	The waters of the river 
gladden the city of God, 
the holy dwelling of the Most High.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:9c–11, 16–17
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DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

John 2:13–22

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to John

Since the Passover of the Jews was near,
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
He found in the temple area 
those who sold oxen, sheep, and doves, 
as well as the money-changers seated there.
He made a whip out of cords 
and drove them all out of the temple area, 
with the sheep and oxen, 
and spilled the coins of the money-changers 
and overturned their tables, 
and to those who sold doves he said, 

“Take these out of here, 
and stop making my Father’s house 
a marketplace.”
His disciples recalled the words of scripture, 

“Zeal for your house will consume me.”
At this the Jews answered and said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?”
Jesus answered and said to them, 
“Destroy this temple 
and in three days I will raise it up.”
The Jews said, 
“This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, 
and you will raise it up in three days?”
But he was speaking about 
the temple of his body. 
Therefore, when he was raised from the dead, 
his disciples remembered 
that he had said this, 
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Do you not know that  
you are the temple of God,  
and that the Spirit of God  

dwells in you? 
—1 Corinthians 3:16

and they came to believe the Scripture 
and the word Jesus had spoken.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN BASILICA

By What Authority?

Today we observe the Solemnity of the Dedication of the 
Lateran Basilica, the “mother church of Christendom.” 
Interestingly, the gospel assigned to the day is more a 
call to repentance than an invitation to celebrate. Jesus 
is angry—to put it mildly.

Imagine yourself a pilgrim, arriving in Jerusalem 
with your family, looking forward to participating in 
the Passover rituals. But first you need to purchase 
the needed supplies. You, however, are confronted with 
the sight of a powerful man wielding a whip to drive a 
confused mass of fleeing money changers, merchants, 
and sacrificial animals before him. Jesus states the 
justification for his actions. The merchants are making 
profane use of the sacred space dedicated to the worship 
of God, whom he calls his Father. 

At this point we are made aware of two classes of 
observer. The disciples get Jesus’ message. He is 
consumed with zeal for the temple of God his Father. 
Others, however, take the opportunity to question 
Jesus’ authority—a question which in fact He has 
already answered. They disregard the issue that has 
motivated his anger. Has the temple been turned into 
a marketplace? Is there need to re-think or reform 
current practices?

Today’s feast day honoring the “mother church of 
Christendom,” could be an appropriate one on which to 
pose similar questions about the Church as institution, 
as community, and as Body of Christ. Perhaps  Jesus 
would not have been so angry if he had not felt so deeply 
about the temple as the house of his Father. His disrup-
tive behavior is an act of love.

—Sr. Mary O’Brien, C.P.
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

November 16, 2025

First Reading: Malachi 3:19-20a

Responsorial Psalm (98:5-6, 7-8, 9):

R/.	(cf. 9) The Lord comes to rule the earth 
with justice.

Sing praise to the Lord with the harp, 
with the harp and melodious song.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
sing joyfully before the King, the Lord.

R/.	The Lord comes to rule the earth 
with justice.

Second Reading: 2 Thessalonians 3:7-12



114

THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Luke 21:5-19

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

While some people were speaking 
about how the temple was adorned
with costly stones and votive offerings,
Jesus said, “All that you see here—
the days will come
when there will not be left
a stone upon another stone
that will not be thrown down.”
Then they asked him,
“Teacher, when will this happen?
And what sign will there be
when all these things
are about to happen?”
He answered,

“See that you not be deceived,
for many will come in my name, saying,
‘I am he,’ and ‘The time has come.’
Do not follow them!
When you hear of wars and insurrections,
do not be terrified;
for such things must happen first,
but it will not immediately be the end.”
Then he said to them,
“Nation will rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom.
There will be powerful earthquakes, famines,
and plagues from place to place;
and awesome sights and mighty signs
will come from the sky.
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Before all this happens, however,
they will seize and persecute you,
they will hand you over to the synagogues 
and to prisons,
and they will have you led
before kings and governors
because of my name.
It will lead to your giving testimony.
Remember, you are not to prepare 
your defense beforehand,
for I myself shall give you
a wisdom in speaking
that all your adversaries will be powerless
to resist or refute.
You will even be handed over by parents, 
brothers, relatives, and friends,
and they will put some of you to death.
You will be hated by all because of my name,
but not a hair on your head
will be destroyed.
By your perseverance 
you will secure your lives.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

The fire has its flame and praises God. 
The wind blows the flame and praises God. 

In the voice we hear the word  
which praises God. 

And the word, when heard, praises God. 
So all of creation is a song of praise to God.

—St. Hildegard of Bingen
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THIRTY-THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Beware of False Prophets

“You do not need to know precisely what is happening, or 
exactly where it is all going. What you need is to recognize 
the possibilities and challenges offered by the present 
moment, and to embrace them with courage, faith and 
hope.” (Thomas Merton)

In today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples and 
anyone who will listen about false prophets and silver-
tongued teachers. Jesus knows that external appearances 
and false teachers can be deceiving.  We are challenged 
each day to discern the truth.

However, not all false prophets are religious. Much of 
the noise of information we encounter comes from politi-
cians, media people and get-rich-quick artists, all of whom 
preach a gospel of power, wealth and selfishness. There 
are all kinds of schemers, false prophets who will prey on 
the vulnerable, the less fortunate, the elderly. We need to 
practice active discernment in all aspects of life. 

Jesus also tells us that we are not promised a worry-
free, easy life on earth. In fact, Jesus explicitly makes it 
clear to his disciples that people of faith will be hated 
and persecuted—but those painful moments are wonderful 
opportunities for us to show our witness to the Gospel. 

All who believe in Christ will inevitably face resistance. 
However, we are promised hope, strength and support 
from God in those moments—if we are willing to trust in 
God. The Holy Spirit will carry us with God’s thoughts 
and words when our own wisdom and effort is empty. 

Jesus’ message today is that we can always be comfort-
ed by the fact that we are not pioneers, the first to encoun-
ter these struggles, but we are followers, and that God will 
hold us in his heart throughout our journey of faith.

—Fr. Paul Fagan, C.P.
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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING

November 23, 2025

First Reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3

Responsorial Psalm (122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5):

R/.	(cf. 1) Let us go rejoicing  
to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced because they said to me, 
“We will go up to the house of the Lord.”

And now we have set foot 
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

R/.	Let us go rejoicing  
to the house of the Lord.

Second Reading: Colossians 1:12-20
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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING

Luke 23:35-43

A reading from the holy Gospel 
according to Luke

The rulers sneered at Jesus and said,
“He saved others, let him save himself
if he is the chosen one,
the Christ of God.”
Even the soldiers jeered at him.
As they approached to offer him wine
they called out,

“If you are King of the Jews,
save yourself.”
Above him there was 
an inscription that read,

“This is the King of the Jews.”
Now one of the criminals hanging
reviled Jesus, saying,

“Are you not the Christ?
Save yourself and us.”
The other, however, rebuking him,
said in reply,

“Have you no fear of God,
for you are subject to 
the same condemnation?
And indeed, we have been 
condemned justly,
for the sentence we received
corresponds to our crimes,
but this man has done
nothing criminal.”
Then he said,
“Jesus, remember me when you
come into your kingdom.”
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He replied to him,
“Amen, I say to you,
today you will be with me
in Paradise.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord! 

Blessed is the kingdom of our father David 
that is to come!

—Mark 11:9, 10
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SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING

A King of Mercy, Compassion and Hope

Life often has a way of making us feel unworthy. Maybe 
it’s our past mistakes, regrets, or the feeling that we 
haven’t done enough. We wonder if God still sees us, 
if he still cares, or if it’s too late to start over.

In today’s gospel, we meet someone who likely felt 
the same way—a criminal hanging on a cross beside 
Jesus, facing the consequences of his choices. He had 
no way to fix his past, no opportunity to prove himself, 
and seemingly no chance to start over. Yet, in his final 
moments, he turns to Jesus and simply says, “Remem-
ber me when you come into your kingdom.” It’s not a 
polished prayer. It’s raw, honest and desperate—flowing 
from the depths of his heart. And Jesus’ response? 
“Today, you will be with me in paradise.” No conditions. 
No condemnation. Just pure grace.

This is the essence of the Gospel and the heart of 
Christ’s kingship. He is not a king who rules with power 
and might but with mercy and love. His throne is the 
cross, and his greatest act of kingship is welcoming 
sinners into his kingdom. The thief had nothing to offer, 
yet Jesus embraced him completely. That means there 
is always hope for us, no matter where we’ve been or 
what we’ve done.

Today, we are reminded that Jesus is still reaching 
out, offering us God’s mercy. We are invited to turn to 
him, to pray from the heart without fear of saying the 
wrong words, to be honest and real. We are called to 
receive God’s mercy and extend that same grace to 
others. And in the end, we can trust that Christ the 
King still reigns with the same promise: “You will be 
with me.”

—Fr. Luis Daniel Guivas Gerena, C.P.
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AWAKEN US
Lord of all hopefulness, awaken us. 

Show us the meaning in our toil 
That we may ever rejoice in the promise of the 
	 seeds we sow.

Lord of all righteousness, awaken us. 
Show us the good path 
That we may walk in confidence in Your 
	 wisdom and understanding.

Lord of all hospitality, awaken us. 
Show us the refuge of eagles’ wings 
That we may always be people of shelter in 
	 times of storm.

Lord of all freedom, awaken us. 
Show us the courage that called our 
	 forefathers out of bondage 
That we may always stand with the bound and 
	 the oppressed and be their champions.

Lord of all peace, awaken us. 
Show us the heart that stills even raging waters 
That we may make still raging hearts, 
	 and reconcile warring neighbors.

Lord of all charity, awaken us. 
Teach us of the unending return on our sacrifice 
That we may rejoice more fully in our giving.

Lord, you have eyes for the just and ears for their cry. 
Awaken in us a heart of justice 
That you may count us among their number.

Amen.

—Catholic Relief Services
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WELCOMING THE STRANGER: 
PRAYER FOR HOSPITALITY

Loving God, your Son Jesus said
your Kingdom is like a banquet:
a festive gathering for all people
of every race and color—
a table at which the lonely find company,
the hungry savor rich foods and fine wine,
and strangers enjoy warm family ties.
Jesus calls us to build this kingdom here on earth.

Teach us, Lord, the ways of hospitality.
Give us the spirit of joyful welcome and
the sensitivity to help people on the move
to feel they belong.

Grant that our tables at home may draw our
new neighbors from other lands
into a loving community
and that the eucharistic tables in
our parishes may prefigure that banquet
in heaven where all are one with you,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
one God, forever and ever.
Amen.

—Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers
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PRAYER FOR PEACE
May Christ banish from the souls of men and 
   women whatever might endanger peace. 
May he transform all people into witnesses of  
   truth, justice and love

May Christ illumine with his light the minds of rulers,  
   so that, besides caring for the proper material  
   welfare of their peoples, 
they may also guarantee them the fairest gift of peace.

Finally, may Christ inflame the desires of all people 
to break through the barriers which divide them, 
to strengthen the bonds of mutual love, 
to learn to understand one another, 
and to pardon those who have done them wrong.

Through Christ’s power and inspiration 
may all peoples welcome each other 
to their hearts as brothers and sisters, 
and may the peace they long for 
ever flower and ever reign among them.

—Pope John XXIII, Pacem in Terris

g
 
	 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
	    for they will be called children of God.

—Matthew 5:9
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BLESSING FOR ALL CREATION 
God of all creation, each morning you send the sun 

from the East to bring a new day to birth;
you call the gentle South wind to cool our days and 

refresh our lives;
each night the sun sets in the West to bring us the 

gift of rest and renewal;
and you summon the great North wind to clothe the 

mountaintops in snow and in shining splendor.
Send your Holy Spirit over this sacred land that we 

call home, that the earth may be radiant with 
your glory through the care of your people.

From East to West and North and South, 
may your blessing be upon every living thing you 
have created.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

— Diane Macalintal, The Work of Your Hands

g
Lord Jesus,
grant that during this day,
we may serve one another with eagerness,
ministering to each other according to our needs.
Then we shall truly be your servants,
and children beloved of the Father,
who is blessed for ever and ever.
Amen.

— Proclaiming All Your Wonders
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THE SUNDAY MASS Is Your Parish
Every day we receive letters, phone calls and emails from 
you saying how thankful you are that you have found 
THE SUNDAY MASS. It brings us joy to know that you feel 
part of our parish, even though you might not physically 
attend Mass. Unlike a typical parish, we cannot pass the 
collection basket to you each week. Yet like any other parish, 
we have weekly financial demands. We ask you to consider 
some ways in which you can become a more active parishio-
ner of THE SUNDAY MASS.

Sponsoring THE SUNDAY MASS or a Mass Intention
Each week, we spend approximately $7,000 to produce and 
broadcast THE SUNDAY MASS. This does not include the 
cost to print and mail THE PRAYER GUIDE, or any of our 
overhead expenses. If you are interested in SPONSORING 
THE SUNDAY MASS, we ask for a minimum donation of 
$2,500. We realize that this is a great deal of money, and 
not something that all of our parishioners can afford. But 
for those who can, it allows them the opportunity to partici-
pate in our mission of bringing THE SUNDAY MASS to the 
homebound. Please call the office at (855) 786–6277, Monday–
Friday, 8:30–4:30 eastern time to arrange for a specific date. 
You will be acknowledged as the Sponsor at the beginning 
and end of THE SUNDAY MASS, as well as have your special 
intention announced during the Prayer of the Faithful.

If you are not able to sponsor THE SUNDAY MASS, you 
can instead chose to sponsor a MASS INTENTION to be read 
during the Prayer of the Faithful. For this, we suggest a 
donation of $250. Again, please call the office to arrange 
for a specific date.

Becoming a Sustaining Parishioner
Even though we can’t pass the collection basket, you can still 
make your regular donation to THE SUNDAY MASS. As a 
Sustaining Parishioner, you are vital to our mission of 
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THE SUNDAY MASS music ministry.

bringing THE SUNDAY MASS to the homebound and others—
we rely solely on donations from our parishioners to continue.

Please consider a recurring donation to THE SUNDAY MASS. 
You can give weekly or monthly, at any amount that works 
best for you. If you would like to become a Sustaining 
Parishioner, please visit our website, www.TheSundayMass.
org. You can also call the office and we can help to set up 
your recurring donation. Or, you can complete the form 
on the next page and mail it to us.
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COME WALK WITH ME is written by 
Passionist Priest Paul Zilonka, a member 
of our Province of St. Paul of the Cross. The 
reflections contained in this book can help 
you to reflect upon the seasons and 
transitions in your own life as Fr. Paul has 
done in his.

Suggested donation $5.00

Name

Shipping address

City	 State	 ZIP

	 I received “Come Walk With Me.” Enclosed is my donation:

	 Please send me “Come Walk With Me” 
		  No. of copies 	 x $5.00 = 

		  Total Enclosed: 

(Make checks payable to Passionist Communications)

Sustaining Parishioner Enrollment Form
Personal Information

Name:  		

Billing Address

Street:  		

City, State, Zip Code:  		

Phone:  		

Email:  		

Amount: $_________

Frequency:
	� One Time Donation
	� Monthly Recurring Donation
	� Weekly Recurring Donation

Credit Card Information
Credit Card Number:  		

Expiration:  _____/_____
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A GIFT TO THE SUNDAY MASS
We are happy that THE SUNDAY MASS brings so much 
comfort and hope to the many people who are our weekly 
viewers. As a not–for–profit organization we depend 
entirely upon gifted financial assistance. People want 
this ministry to continue. They support us with their 
frequent gifts.

One of the significant means of our support is through 
WILLS. These bequests, no matter what the amount, 
have continued to sustain THE SUNDAY MASS.

Many people choose to support charitable works in 
their WILLS. May we ask you to consider including THE 
SUNDAY MASS in your WILL?

WILLS should be made out to:
Passionist Communications, Inc. 
The Sunday Mass 
111 South Ridge Street, Suite 303 
Rye Brook, NY 10573

We will be happy to help you with your planning. Send 
the following form to us at Passionist Communications 
and we will send you further information.

□	 I am interested in including THE SUNDAY MASS 
in my will

□	THE SUNDAY MASS is already included 
in my will.

□	 I am interested in more information about how to 
include THE SUNDAY MASS in my will.

Name

Street

City, State, Zip

Phone

E–mail



THE SUNDAY MASS can be seen on the following broadcast and cable 
affiliates. Consult your cable guide if you don’t see your city listed.

Nationwide	 UPTV Channel	   6:30 am et Sunday
			     5:30 am ct Sunday
	 Buzzr Channel	   7:30 am et Sunday
			     6:30 am ct Sunday

(Check listings in your area for station number)

Addison, TX	 Charter	 Channel 25	   5:30 pm Saturday
			   10:30 am Sunday
Atlanta, GA	 AIB	 check listings	   1:00 pm Sunday
Bismarck, ND	 KNDX	 Channel 26	 11:00 am Sunday
Devil’s Lake, ND	 WDAZ	 Channel 8	 10:30 am Sunday
Dickinson, ND	 K38HS	 Channel 38	 10:30 am Sunday
Fargo, ND	 WDAY	 Channel 6	 10:30 am Sunday
Lafayette, LA	 KATC	 Channel 3	 10:30 am Sunday
Minot, ND	 KXND	 Channel 24	 11:00 am Sunday
New York tri–state	 WNYW	 Channel 5	   5:30 am Sunday
New York tri–state	 The NET	 Channel 97/30	   4:30 pm Saturday
New York tri–state	 WLNY	 Channel 10/55	   9:00 am Sunday
New Jersey	 Comcast	 Channel 190	   9:00 am Sunday
     (Monmouth & Ocean)
Trenton, NJ	 WPHY	 Channel 25	 11:00am Sunday
Scranton, PA	 CTV	 Channel 12	   6:00 pm Sunday

RADIO
Burlington, NJ	 WIFI	 1460AM	 5:30am Sunday
Nome, AK	 KNOM	 730AM	 8:00am Sunday
Northeast PA	 WILK	 910AM, 1300AM	 5:30am Sunday
White Oak, PA	 WEDO	 810AM	 8:00am Sunday

You can also view THE SUNDAY MASS on the internet at 
www.TheSundayMass.org. 

www.youtube.com/user/thesundaymass
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